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A-N © 


Gondu£t of the Officers., for the 
:"y' . Piibiiekj there. 



|N'Y Perfon (be he tvef'fo indif¬ 
ferent to the Voice of common 
Cenfure or Approbation) who un- 
1 dertakes |o write upon a Subject 
that hath many Years been the Debate. of 
Numbers, cannot fail labouring under, and 
being chagrined, at feveral Prejudices of the 
Publick $ especially when he hath too fuffi- 
cient Reafons, to judge the Majority of the 
very Clafs of People he appeals to, from 
private Motives determined to condemn (in 
1 A 2 a Man- 
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a J^annei’ unread, unheard) the Plan of his 
Operations, -which s!his»ft be eohfefTed in ge¬ 
neral a very hard Tribute j efpecially when 
paid to the Man, whofe Weaknefs to write, 
arofe more perhaps from Motives of Public 
Spirit, than private Pique or Difguft ; and 
,whofe. Qver T regard /or the Welfare of his 
iGpuntry^ enforced/him to commit; to the 
Speculation of Mabkind; a Detaifbf Pads 
conceived very intereftiog, fuperior to any 
idle Apprebenfions of Applaufe, or venal 
Vie-ws of Profit. 

Had. not the Difad vantages abotfe been 
well confidered, the Author intended faccord- 
ing to the heft of his:judgment) a Difquifi- 
tion on the Trade to Africa —-to have in- 
, vbfligated the fe'veral Branches therebf-—^ 
fet forth its extraordinary Advantages to 
Great-Britain, particularly the Gold-Coajl 
Trade---at the fame Time, the many im¬ 

pediments or Inconveniencjes incident : there- 
unto—-whence its Declenfion in ■genefal**-^ 
and where proper to ftrike out new Methods 
and frefh Paths to Benefit and Opulence. 

It is again repeated, from the Circum- 
: fiances above, and a due Senfe how often, 
and by how many Gentlemen already (part 
of whom fhall be prefently touched on) the 
Matters aforefaid have for late Years been 
pro and con handled j the Author defifted 
therefrom, and only begs leave to premife, 

. That from the firfl bold Adventurer to Africa, 

in 
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In the early T)ays of Elizabeth, to the elta- 
blifhing of Settlements and granting the 
Charter by Kihg Charles 11/ to the difineot* 
porating the lafi Company, the Trade- duched 
dpoh received more Misfortunes and Lodes 
—-took, up greater Sums to repair the Build¬ 
ings, and confirm the Whole-——-underwent 
more Changes and Alterations—— 1 -and at 
thp fame Time was lefs attended to, and un- 
derftood, than, perhaps, any Branch of Com¬ 
merce the Britijh Nation was ever concerned 
in. In truth; fo little hath it been regarded 
by the Concerned for, mahy Years part, that 
it has been in ’the Power of feveral Enter¬ 
prisers, never blefs’d with Difcretion fuffi- 
cient to manage Five Pounds in their own 
Affairs at Home, nor endued With Judgment 
enough fronr Experience or Tradition^ to 
deferibe the Linnts of the Charter, to arriufe 
the Publick with plaufible Tatles, and on the 
decline of the Company’s Affairs, benefitial 
Views, after the Manner of De Foe , who 
painted Meanders, Viftoes,|ind pleafing Lawns 
on 'Guinea , Banks, Nature .never formed, 
whereby (arid in lieu of fome Premium, yearly 
Conjideration or Gratuity) fuch Perfons have 
fucceeded to the Management of Affairs 
there, a tolerable Salary and Ufe of the Sup¬ 
plies,--to the Difad vantage of all Traders 

to that Part of the Coaft, the moft valuable 
to this Kingdom. 


In 
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fii all flu&uating Societies, or Companies 
of Merchants fnd Gentlemen, many more 
than the Majority are ever to he impofed 
on $ nay, in the very Trade, they are connect¬ 
ed to fapportj a- Misfortune owing to the 
Wapt or Ifcalyfeymtedge} anipeffmal, Ex¬ 
perience of thefev eral Quarters, l^embers 
or Branches the fame really confifts. ’ ' 

What Chance for Truth , doth the Good 
Peopieothert; in- general ftand, whofc Ears few 
other Accounts reach, than the imperfedt 
Relation of fpme incurious Orator, Mariner, 
or miraculous Traditionaliit, as .little to ' he 
credited, and lefs depended upon. ’Tis enough 
to excite Laughter to hear what Tales fbme 
People tell of therT’rade, Natives, their Tem¬ 
pers, Cuftpms, whereas to touch upon 
.either of thpfe. Points, without, having lived 
in the Goimtry, with any tolerable Degree of 
Truth, the Poft-Horfe may as well be de¬ 
pended upon to. give with .the 

Contents of the Mail j yet fuch Im poll dons 
have in general prevailed, and but a very 
little Time part, influenced the Minds of Peo¬ 
ple to fuch a Degree, that certain Boroughs, 
far from an Acquaintance with the Trade of 
Guinea , prefepted their Petitions to jay open 
the fame, as did other Corporations, tho’ 
they have not had Courage for Tears pafl, 
to jgnd a trifling Adventure thereunto ; nay, 
when a Joint-Stock Company was at firft only 
touched on to manage this Trade, and keep 

at 
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at lead 80 or ioo,pool. worth of Goods in 
Cape-Goaf Cafle % was not an Information 
made that Merchandize could not be preser¬ 
ved little longer in Africa than a Year ? 
which is abfolutely falfe ; becaufe each jort 
of Goods will keep fafe as in Europe, vftb 
proper Care , £efpeciaiiy< in the Forts Ware¬ 
houses j] nay unfortunately do they keep icq 
long before they can be'difpofed of 

The Company, ’tis tfup, ;J /. fome Years paft, 
or particular 0 Friends in their Behalf, in order 
to fletn or aflwage the Torrent that had been 
long making head againft them ; or the bet- ° 
ter to palliate fome Indiscretions* and obtain 
an additional Aid for their better Support* 
occafioned feveral Pamphlets regarding their 
Charter, Property and Trade to be published, 
which it is certain anlwered very little Pur- 
pofe, as the fame gave 'no Satisfadfcion to thd 
Public. One of thpSe Works appeared in 
1748, under the Title of Gonf derations on 
the Trade to Africa, a good Pamphlet, and 
well intentioned. 

The fame Year iffued forth a Tradfc in 
. Opposition to the Company, "caiied YBr 
DeteSiion, begun upon the Footsteps of 
Boldnefs and Confidence, inftead of Reality 
and Certainty——-replete with Scurrility, 
and abounding with more Falfities than any 
Pamphlet published for Ages pail. The 
chief Defign of this Work, Seemed calculated 
to prove the Forts and Settlements might be 

fupported 
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fopported and maintained much cheaper than 
the Grant of Government, with a Chain of 
AccuTations againft the Directors for a long 
Series, Topid) than which, none could be 
more grateful to the Party for a Diflblution, 
Und an open fre.e Trade. 

In 1749, came out by Mr. Psjlktbwayt, 
Confiderations on the Trader and an Attetnpt 
to unite the fame to the South-Sea Com? 
pany y a Tradt full of fich Fadts and ner¬ 
vous Reafbns, that it is confeffed, h^d the 
fame been carried into Execution, muft have 
been with the? S'outh-Seti Capital, a moft 
laudable Change, and would have fully an- 
Iwered the?intention bur Aneeftors eredted 
thofe Forts forjbut alas 1 the former of thefe 
hbneft Tracts, (fuch was the Humour of the 
Times,) fcaree gained a Reader j and the laft 
dropped into the peaceful Arms of Obfcu- 
rity and Duft, unnoticed! fckrce confulted. 
No Monopoly was j the ; Sentiment in' general, 
and an open Trade the Language of the 
Whole. « 

The Deleff or> led forth by the pure 'Spirit 
of Neceffity was their Champion, (tho’ aga'inft 
a former Tradfc Of his, in favour of a Joint? 
Stock, Company) who by Virttie of his La¬ 
bours, and a wild fanciful ColledtiOn of Ap¬ 
pearances, fad Props! got fufficient Patrons, 
introduced a new Syftem, Opened the Trade, 
removed the principal Officer Abroad, and 
Went out himfelf with Supplies, - to new 
• . . - model 
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ttiodei and extend the fame according 
Plan, The better to accomplifh which, 5 a 
Power was given for any Adventurers, to 
eftablifh Factories on Shore (forfecuring thgif 
Goods or Slaves) as well under Protedion 
of the Briti/h Forts and Cattles, as dlfewhere. 

From the landing of the Gentleman afore- 
faid and taking the Command, the Author 
commences the fucceedi'rig Relation j and as 
great Alterations hapj^erisd- 5 with regard to 
turning a-drlft the Servants Of the old Com¬ 
pany under' 1 various Pretences (particularly 
bee anfe they toeri allowed the Benefit of fr dar¬ 
ing free and open, at the fame time not re¬ 
garding their Diftrefs, or confidefing whither 
they hid any, thing to trade upon or not) he 
takes upon him to examine into that Part of 
the national Indulgence, to lhow what mighty 
Benefits were experienced tkextitom,andto 
apprife the Reader (whether he be led from 
the alluring Frofpedts of Wealth--- Or com¬ 
pelled by the Frowns of Fortune and melan-s 
cholly Force of Diftrefs, to become an Ad¬ 
venturer) what he may expedt $ at the fame 
time to enquire info the extraordinary Ad¬ 
vantages received under the new Plan, Com¬ 
pared to the Trade when in the Hands of the 
old Company. In which no Circumftance 
fball be heightened through Prejudice, or 
omitted through Partiality—only plain Mat¬ 
ters of Fadt ihall be fet forth, which require 
(as the Reader well knows,) no extraordi- 
R nary 
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i>ary Kichnefs of Fancy, Art, or Oratory to 
effeCt. 

There are, it is certain, good-natured People 
of all Parties, fome of whom may be led to 
think the following little other than an Ill- 
natured Information begun from Prejudice, 
and that feveral Circumftances are varnifhed 
over and aggravated through Malice and Envy. 
The Author refts content underfuch Calumny, 
and defires fuch of the Party would reflect 
the Affair is national; not only the Safety 
of our Pofieflions in Africa, but the Welfare 
of theBriti/h Colonies, Dependence of tw© 
Thirds; of the Shipping of Great Britain , are 
in Danger j fo well as the Encouragemestof 
our Manufacture and Succefs of the Mer¬ 
chants fupporting the fame, from whom no 
Difcoveries ought to be fecreted. Is it not 
an Offence of the worlt Species to connive 
and wink at the Proceedings of a few Per- 
fons who are fattening on the Spoils of theif 
Country ? 

Muft an honeft Trader (for fear of being 
called a bufy Fellow) fee the beft, the moft 
valuable Traffick Great Britain is con¬ 
cerned in, monopolized, by the very Period 
who went abroad to prevent it, teft fupine 
(like the Carter and pray for AJJiJlahce f) 
No 1 Common Prudence and the General 
Good diredts him to rouze, put a Shoulder to 
the Wheel, and effeCt an Alteration. Is it 
not an ineonteftible Truth, when Affairs 

grow 
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grow worfe by conducing, be it from want 
of good Skill or good Principles, Alterations 
can never be too fpeedy and foon ? 

The Tree is known by its Fruit. 

To corroborate thefeveral Allegations here- 
after recited* proper Vouchers can be pro¬ 
duced; As to Perfonal Pique, there trulyfub- 
lifts none with the Authpr. In reality* the 
Perform aimed at, being far from fuch Emi¬ 
nence in Life, and the Writer from an abjedt 
Condition and Obfcurityv the few who are 
his Friends can have little Reafon to fufpedt 
Malignance^ or that he would endeavour aftet 
Acquindons by promulging Fahhoods, and 
wounding the Charadtersofanv Men on the 
Coaft of Africa. . 

Td proceed then -upon the Premiffes fol¬ 
lowing, viz. 

“ The efpecial Benefits free Traders have 
“ and may receive from, the late Affi of Par- 
“ liaments that empowers them to become 
“ fuch, if compared with the feveral Incon- 
“ veniencies attending Tpch Indulgence, it 
“ will be plain and manifeft, that inflead of 
“ extending the Trade to ^Africa, the fame 
“ hath been and will continue to be greatly 
** prejudiced.”— 

Ini the firft Place, whilft the Governor 
or Chief of any Caftle or Fort, under which 
a free Trader or Commander of a Veffel hath 

or may eftablifh a Fadtory-is allowed to 

trade himfelf > fuch Commandant will ever 
B 2 be 
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be an Opponent in Commerce to; tbeHac* 
tory, and either corrupt the Cabocheers and 
Traders from Time to Time, or intimidate 
them to bring their Trade to him. Such 
Officer hath it iji hisPowef a thoufaad Ways 
to diftrefs a Rival in Trade. The very tingle 
Article of fettling p>ifputes (every little? Go- ; 
vernojr being not only*.Chief Fador, but a 
Chief Juftice over, his Suhjeds) that happen 
among the Negrpesf < isfufficient, alone to 
opprefs; the moft powerful open Trader.,, As 
the Juftice of theCaufq ; (which hath heen al¬ 
ready experienced); will ever be given partially, 
the better to iindpce ,the Natives to bring their 
Slaves, Gold, Teeth, &c. forSale, into the 
Fort... ; . 

Agath.^r^To allow bis Majefty’s Sobjeds 
the Liberty of building FadorieSj ^t On 
Shore, is granting them a Privilege they can 
never truly take the, Benefit of L which no 
Main in his Senfes, that hath ever experienced 
the Coaft fo far as to live in a Negro Town, 
will contend,-r~-rit being a,Truth that no 
Law however inforced,—whether by the O- 
yatory oi z Cape ? Coafi Rrefidenti ecqhoed and 
rerecchoed from Chief to Chief, hacked by 
the Efficacy of their choice Artillery; and 
braveft Troops of their Garrifons, can poffibly 
eftabliffi a Fadoryin any Town, unlefs the 
Natives be To inclin’d. 

Every |nch of Ground is the Property of 
the Negroes,r-r-rand they are Efficiently te¬ 
nacious 
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naclous thereof. The very Caftles pay them 
Ground Rent j and noBuildingcan be ereCt- 
ed without they firft: fell the Site, and the 
Purchafer pays a/pThe and monthly Ground- 
Rent for bis redding among them ; which is 
no fmall Hardflup 5 not to fay a Word, that 
the Buyer if tifidef an Obligation of fwearing 
to b sjubjfi$ to the NegroTaws, to become a 
FelhW’W’BxWker. to partake of their 
Quarrelsj to defend thei Rights and Privileges 
of each other, and defray great Expences 
that in no wife affeCt the Officer of a Fort’s 
Trade, r . 

Of what Service pray, in the judgment of 
every canfiderateMan, can theFortrefsof fueh 
Town be ? None, it may be truly anfwered.—- 
for {hould Oiftufbances (which is too fre¬ 
quently the Cafe) happen between the Forts 
and Natives,— -?the free Adventurers will be 
reduced, for better Prefet'vation of their Per- 
fons and EfteCts, to join the Townfmen and 
take Arms againft that Garrifon, which was 
intended by Statute to be their Defence arid 
laft Refort. 

The candid Reader, perhaps, may conceive 
the above little, other than idle Surmife and 
Conjecture j and thence be led to afk an In- 
ftance of fuch Ills. For-his greater Satis¬ 
faction therefore, and to fhow the extraor¬ 
dinary Ule a Caftle hath already been to free- 
Factors, the Inftances following are humbly 
offered. 

“ From 
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» 44 From Augujl 1750, the Road from the 
44 King of Wdrfaw’s Camp, - to Gommenda 
44 (down which a confiderable Trade ufed to 
f 4 be brought to the EngMJh) upon account 
44 of fome Differences with the Gommenda 
Towns-people was flopped or fhut up, 
44 fo that no Trade could bo brought to the 
“ Fort from that beneficial Quarter, which 
44 rendered the Caflle little other than a Mark 
* c of Pojfefion , and Prifori -to fecure the de- 
44 linquent Slaves of the‘Negro Inhabitants, 
The Chief having 1 done every, thing he 
44 could by Meffages, &c. to reconcile the 
4 1 Difference until May 1751, had reeourfe 
“ to the oid Coaf! Practice on fuch Ocea- 
**• fions, arid accordingly plyed the King con- 
“ tinually with • expenfive Prefents of one 
46 fort or others arid at the fame time .affwag- 
44 ed the Wrath of his own Head-Men and 
44 Cabocheers, by virtue of Liquors and Cloth; 
44 infomuch, that - in fune following, both 
4 4 Parties became Friends, and agreed to 
44 make up the-Differences, which was fully 
44 effected and ftrongly confirmed in Gom- 
u menda Fortre% and Allegiance fworn to 
4? the Englijh , according to the Cuflom of the 
44 Country by the Gommamans and IVarfaws, 
44 to the great Joy and above 100 /. Sterl. 
44 Coft of the Ghief.-^-But, alas,- before any 
44 Trade came down in Return for his Ex- 
44 pences and Fatigue, the Pref dent arrived 
44 under the open Scheme, and without Caufe 

44 or 
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“ or Enquiry turned out the Chief, who had 
“ entered into Indentures with the African 
“ Company and Affigns fpr three Years, and 
** given great Security thereupon, to make 
“ Room for a Man, who a few Years paft 
“ acquir'd foftie Thoufands in the Service, 
“ fpent the fame, as the Prefident himfelf 
“ and another of his Colleagues had done, 
“ and adventured again.” J 

The Chief upon his Superceffion, reflect¬ 
ing on the great Expence and Trouble he had 
fo lately been put to, and hot knowing what 
Courfe of Life to purfue, determined upon 
taking the Benefit of the Statute, and to be¬ 
come a free Trade; accordingly by Cdnfent 
of the Natives, paying a Fine and Cuxiem, 
eredted a Fadtory in Commenda m hopes to 
partake fonae Benefit From the Trade he 
had laboured fo much to revive. On the 
other hand, his Succeflbr foon underftood 
the Cafe, and that the Fort Trade might be 
in fome ineafure curtailed, therefore was not 
in the leallt wanting, either in Vigilance or 
Induftry, to render his Competitor’s Defigns 
abortive j a Matter by his Command and Dint 
of the Government's choice Supplies by no 
means difficult to effedt. I fay the Govern¬ 
ment’s choice Goods or Supplies, becaufe 
the Prefident diredtly on his landing made 
large Afiortments of the. prime Merchandise 
for all his Out-Chiefs by Way of joint Stock, 
sod having bartered other.Parts thereof with 

a 
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^ Portuguese for a large Quantity of Tobaccd, 
divided the fame among his Par triers, the better 
to enable them to command the Trade, at 
their feveral Forts, in Oppofitiori to, and 
great Detriment of, every Independent or Free 
Trader j who was obliged at mat time to ex¬ 
pend ready Gold with the Dutch General for 
Tobacco to partake of the Trade. 

But to proceed ; the firft Method the pre¬ 
sent Chief ( put into pradtice to diftrefs the 
Trader aforefaid, vvasby futrimaning the 
principal Cabocheers and head Traders, Day 
after Day, into his Fort, where among other 
Circumftances, (after ftupifying them with 
Drams) they feldom failed of being told, That 
all Trade from the Warfaw Kingdom, Town 
of Commenda , and Villages in its Precinds, 
muft be brought arid difpofed of in the Fort, 
At the fame Time urging. The Natives 
well knew, the Chief was entitled thereto 
from the firft building of the Caftle, prefer¬ 
able to any Perfon who pretended to fettle a 
Fadory in Town. “ A Behaviour as diarne* 
“ trically oppofite to the Statute and Plan he 
“ came Abroad upon, as agreeable and con* 
“ fiftent with the old Laws of the Com- 
“ pany.” 

A fecond Courfe he took, was on the King 
of Warfaw’s difpatching his Son twice with 
Slaves, Teeth and Gold for Sale to the for¬ 
mer Chief, in Gratitude for the Peace he had 
purchafed, and performance of the Cotripad 

made 
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made thereupon j by relaying the Road up 
into the Country with his {servants and Com¬ 
pany’s Slaves, and flopping the Traders fe~ 
Veral Days to tamper with, who in the End, 
were brought into the Caflle at Night, where 
they difpofed of their Trade,, being Jhrft well 
allured their former Governor was going to 

his own Country.--Notwithftanding this 

Behaviour, it mutt be confefled the Chief is 
a Gentleman of exceeding good Character, 
and Matter of as found honeft Principles aS 
any Man }* yet it mutt be granted, under the 
prefent Circumftances, his Intereft did get 
the better a little of thole Principles. 

Spirituous Liquor being at thisTime fcarce, 
one Mr. Stokes, who had Sikewife been dif- 
charged, (and was wandering.about thepoaft) 
having procured a fmall Qijantity, and fome 
dry Goods, fettled ,at Commends, ' Battering 
himfelf of fome little Succefs, and the 
Cattle’s Protection and AAffiance.——Bur, 
alas! No Man could fucc:ed there——-The 
Chief on feeing two Competitors, only grew 
doubly refoiute, and by means of a fmall 
Prefent, got bis Cabocbeers to apply to the 
Prejidentoi the Council--—?that the two 
Factories might be demoliffied, nptwithftand- 
ing the Ground was’ paid for, Building, Cuf- 
toms, &c. 

It is true, that Officer, whether out of 
Fear or Confeience-Sake, did not agree to 
the Propofal; but to lend a Helping-Hand 
C v to- 
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towards prejudicing the Traders, fupplied the 
Company’s Slaves and Free Negroes bimfeif 
with Dutch Geneva *, Oranges , (i.e.) Beads, 

. &c, to trade with in Oppofition to them. 

By the above, and cither Methods praCtifed 
during the Space of three Months, neither 
Slave, Gold, or Teeth was purchafed at either 
Factory, although in that Time——feveral 
of the former, many hundred Weight of 
Ivory, and at a moderate Computation about 
30 oz. of Gold, were bought in the Fort with 
thepublick Goods——and to replace the dame 
——Powder—-—Knives—Geneva——-and 
Trade Spirits (pnequal in Quality to the 
Goods expended) were purchafed of a 
Dutch Interloper in the Road, at two thirds 
of the Value the Government’s Commodities 
'had been difburfed—r—to the Detriment of 
the Fjree Traders——Encouragement of fo¬ 
reign Manufactures, and great Damage of 
the poor Garrifon to be fupported and paid 
therewith j for the Truth of which a -p De¬ 
ponent is at Hand. * 

Under thefe Diftreffes, the Traders remon- 
flrated to the Town’s Men, the great Expen- 
ces they had been put to in Purchafes, Build¬ 
ings, &c. and the ^lethod taken by the Chief 
to ingrofs the Traffic, and at the fame 
Time fefc fottli—that the Act of Parliament 

i 

* As per a Pafs Note, in the Author’s Hands, 
f The Author. 
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entitled the Factories to the Trade equal to 
the Caftles--———and thereupon endeavoured 
to explain to them the Tenor of the Act, 
but could not avail themfelves in the lead: 
thereby——*——.it being imppflible to make : 
the mod: Apprehenfive among them conceive 
what a Statute meant. ' 5 

“ Tandoy King of the Place, who has 
“ been duly experienced to be no Fool, very 
“ gravely demanded the Act, and why the 
“ fatne was not produced and divided among 
“ them -r ———infidjng if the fame cohdded 
“ of Cloth, he was intitled to fix Fathom, 
« if of Kuan or Brandy four Anchors as 
“ King of Commenda.” 

But bn producing the Act, < tand6 ob- 
ferving the Compofitioh to confift only of 
Paper, like a true Negroe, attentive only 
to immediate Ihtereft, expreded much Afto- 
nifhment,'that White Men troubled them¬ 
felves about black People. That his Slaves 
and Subjects had been governed by the old 
Laws, add always^ Would * - —— ■ ■That the 
free Traders might eat upon the Strength 
of their Statute, the Chief as he had a 
Cadle to protect them, ihould live by their 
Trade. 

I could mention to the impartiaFReader, 
(were I allured he has an Inclination, or any 
of his Friends to adventure on the Coaft) 
other notable Indances of the Service that 
may be expected from a Fort, and what 
C 2 Emo- 
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Emolument from.a Faetafyr-r-whicb how¬ 
ever trifling to the goo 4 people of England 
in general, is of rnircb Import to a dittrefled 
European in Africa turned a-drift, ahd in 
a manner deprived of all Hope of getting 
his Livelihood, or ever again feeing his na¬ 
tive Land, But the fame not being mate¬ 
rially reqnifite, I (hall mention a Angle In- 
fiance of the Manager’s Pifpofitipn to do 
kind Offices, and leave the Reader to de¬ 
termine whether to an African otzBritifk 
.^Trader.,. \ ; 

Elio, the Commenda Linguift and Trader, 
an arrant artful Fellow^ having owed Mr. 
Stokes two Men Slaves, near two Years, the 
Creditor throT want of Employment and 
Trade, being in great Indigence, (which 
can’t be otherwife than the Cafe, among 
Natives, who are flupid to all Acts of Ge- 
nerofity“-~-and Nature not at all Munifi¬ 
cent) informed the Prefident he intended 
to Panyare*, according vt$the Laws pf the 
Country for the JPeit, fetting forth the Mi- 
feries he was m, and how exceedingly ag¬ 
grieved for Want of the fame to fubftft 
upon. ' : 

To which the Prefident-—— “ That he 
muft he content. The Laws of the Coaft 
^ fhould not be executedr-—-nor the Lin- 
*• guift be prefled for Payment, or Panya- 

* $ciz£ or Arreft. 

“ red 
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“ red upon, becaufe he doubted whether the 
<e Fellow was able to pay the two Mer, 
“ Slaves.” Very compaffionate indeed, to 
confider the Affairs of a notorious Negro 
Cheat-—-before the fevere Wants of a dif— 
trefs’d European. The Reader is defired to 
Note, when the Term Panyaring is men¬ 
tioned, he is not to conclude fnch Negro 
arrefted, can be fold directly off the Coaft. 
No! the Slave is feized as Security for the 
Debt for a liniitted Time, generally prefixed, 
and the Benefit in the Interim got, is the 
Labour of lueh Negro to fetch Wood, Wa- 
tef, .G$c. provided the Creditor thinks proper 
to employ Kirn^; 

Upon the Prefident’s Anfwer, Mr. Stokes 
referred his Cafe to the Natives/ who deba¬ 
ted the h&tter according fa their own Me¬ 
thod, whereupon the Hardfhip appeared fo 
manifeft, that without the lead Hefitation 
they feized four Negroes of the Debtor, and 
obliged him to render Satisfaction to the 
Creditor——to the perpetual SJiame of the 
Prefident, for two Reafons, Firft, For¬ 
bidding the Laws of the Country to be 
put in Practice to obtain his Due. Se¬ 
condly, For reducing a European to the 
hard Neceffity of fubmitting his Caufe to 
Negroes, an unprecedented Thing ! tho’ 
Satisfaction was obtained———-no Reafon 
could the Prejident fo&ve for fuch Ufage—— 

but 
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but a Propenfity to opprefs any Thing in 
Character of a Free Trader, 

However, forbearing a Numeration of fur¬ 
ther Grievances,—let us prefume all things to 
be carried on the Square, and no Methods 
exeryifed to monopolize the Trade by the fe- 
veral Caftles and Forts.—Can any Man fup- 
pofe, a private Merchant, who is obliged to 
pay Cuftoms, Freight of Goods, Houle and 
Ware-houfe Rent, Servants of all Sorts and 
other contingent Expcrices, can poffibly trade 
with a Perfon envellop’d within Stone Walls, 
—the Government Supplies to expend Freight- 
free,-—and affort himfelf with.—-the Compa¬ 
ny’s Slaves of all Profeffions, to work.-—Medi¬ 
cines —Doctors—Ground-rent—Cuftoms—- 
Linguift—and Garfifon paid. Eatables-—Fir¬ 
ing—-Lights-—-Prefents to Cabocheers and 
Traders j in fhort, exonerated from every Ar¬ 
ticle of Expence, together with a very hand- 
fome Stipend. Can the Commander of a Vef- 
fel do it ? Why | It is a Fad,—The Chiefs of 
Forts have determined to give away their Sal- 
laries annually among the Negroes, the better 
to prevent Free Factors Succefs.——Admit the 
Trade was equally divided,—-the fame is 
not fufficient ,——Two Thirds will fcarce do , 
thrown into the Hands of the Merchants,— 
the Difference of Expences compared between 
them and the Servants of the Public. 

Would the worthy Merchants trading to 
Africa weigh thefe Truths, not lefs preju¬ 
dicial 
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dicial to their Interdls at Home, than the 
unfortunate Adventurers deftined to the Ha¬ 
bitude, Coiiverfe and Society of Savages 
abroad ; and at the fame time confider the 
Difadvantage of being obliged to barter and 
rebarter with the Refufe Cargoes, of Ships 
too frequently damaged, the Grant to Free 
Commercians will be found a very melan- 
cholly Indulgenceas they can never be upon 
any tolerable footing in Traffic with the Ser¬ 
vants of the Committee, whofe Commodities 
lie fafe as their precious Perfons j undamaged 
by handling or Accident, and far more fe- 
cure than an Opponent’s can poffibly be in 
a Negro’s Edifice, the Compofitioa of whofe 
Bulwark is Mud and Ruffi j of which Cap¬ 
tain Boucher of the friton made a very un¬ 
lucky Experience in the Tqwn of Cape-Coaji, 
where he hired an Habitation for his Slaves 
and fome Effedts, yet through Villainy of the 
Negroes and bad Strudture of the Place, loft 
fix in a Day, notwithftandihg a very good 
Guard was continually kept upon the Spot. 
How precarious then is Property ? Was not 
the Warehoufe of MelTrs. Roberts and Com¬ 
pany broken open and robbed —a Crime 
never known till Europeans fettled in Negro- 
Towns.—!—It is worth at leaft 20 per Cent. 
Infurance from Fire. In reality, a Fadtory 
built under the Guns of a Caftle, is no more 
a Security for a Man’s Property, than the 
Trade to Africa may be faid to be extended, 

becauje 
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becaufe it is made free and open. The firft is 
a meer Joke, the laft a Reflection on Com¬ 
mon Senfe ; becaufe the Materials that com- 
pofe the former are but Rufh and Dirt j the 
Methods taken to effeCt the Latter, ill judged, 
and deftrudlive. For Inftance, 

The Director after his landing, (whether 
through the Pride of liis good Succefs to the 
Office, or to gain the plaufible Name of Cle¬ 
mency, and thereby pave a Path to the very 
Souls of the Negroes,—or from an Imagina¬ 
tion the Trade would be extended,) abrogated 
the antient Laws of the Natives to the old 
Company— renounced Panyaring for Debts, 
or Stock for Support,—fet Blacks on an Efta- 
blifhment with Whites,—the Confequence of 
which was,—-that the Negroes, foon fup- 
plied themfelves with Merchandize from 
the Dutch at an under Price , and carried 
all Traffic before them in feveral Englifi 
Towns j a Practice till then unprecedented, 
Britijh Commodities lay on hand, whilft 
thofe of Foreigners were difpofedr of to fuch 
a Degree ; thirty-nine * Cafes, twenty-four 
Ankers of Spirits, with nineteen Kegs ol 
Powder, and other Species of Goods, were fold, 
at Englijh Comtitenda y by the Negroes one 
among another, in the Space of three or four 
Days. Many other Inftances can be given of 

* Teltimony of the Author. 


the 
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the like Pra&ices, to the great Detriment of 
the Britifh Trade. 

The Government grants ten thoufand Pounds 
a Year to fupport the Forts and Settlements, 
the better to preferve and Strengthen the Bri- 
tifh Intereft,---or in other Words, to repair 
and garrifon the feveral Strudures or Build¬ 
ings, fo as to be defenfible and protedt the Na¬ 
tives dependant thereon (whom, I conceive, 
to be the Britijh Intereft) from the Tyranny 
of their Neighbours. The Security of the 
Englifh Negroes, is the Safety of th e Briti/b 
Welfare. The more ftrong and impregnable 
the Caftles are kept, and Authority exercifed, 
the greater the Subjection, the firmer and 
more unanimous the Love of Negro Sub¬ 
jects.—On the other band, as the Structures 
fall to Ruin, and mean People get into com¬ 
mand,-—-the Native’s Obedience decays in 
Proportion,-—and Authority grows defpifed. 
——From fuch Governments, Dependants 

withdraw by Degrees,--and fetttle under 

Mafters where Protection is more fecure and 
Authority better preferved. 

It is well known Protection is the grand 
Point a Negro defires,—-—opprefs him as 
much as Mortal can invent, he will bear it 
with Patience, provided he is fenfible bimfelf 
dnd Family are defended in Palavers ^—No 
greater Inftarice or the above need be obferv 
ed than from the Government of our good 
Friends and Allies.-— —» 

Now, 


D 
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Now, to grant the Natives the Protection 
they want, at the great Expence aforefard,. 
and a free Trade with Engiijh or Foreigners 
(the latter of which they publicly embraced 
with a Dane in the Road of Cape-Coafi ) is a 
Point that wants much Ecclaircifing. 

it was conjectured, by'throwing the 
Trade into as many Hands as poffible by vir¬ 
tue of the open plan, it might g row brisker 
t|ian ordinary,, whence a larger Quantity of 
Englijh Manufacture would be vended on the 
Coaft, and the Trade 'extended, the, fame 

was a Miftake}--it being a Certainty, lefa 

Com, mnthties have been bartered between 
the Forts and Settlements fince the ACt, than 
hitherto known for a long Seafop. The 
Merchants in England can experience the 
Troth of this by’ infpeCtfng their Books, 
whereby the State of Trade may be feen, 
as it Rood in the Company's Time j and the 
Additional Increafe from Shipping and Ad¬ 
venturers, under the prefent Plan. With 
regard to Blacks——-the Reader imay afk, if 
the ufual, or an additional Quantity of Bri- 
tijh Merchandize is expended, what does it 
avail, whether fold by Negroes or Whites, 
the,Nation in general is advantaged thereby 
———if Particulars are not ?» 

In Anfwer,—The Natives were never al¬ 
lowed to trade in foreign.Commodities un¬ 
der Pain of great Penalties——nor to go on 
board Ships to Merchandize : When any of 

them 
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them did venture, it was in the Night and 
with great Caution ; becaufe upon a Difco- 
very all became forfeited. To permit them 
the Benefit of going aboard Englijh -Vefiels, 
is permitting them to board whom they 
pleafe : A Negro will never be confined to 
an Englijh Veflel, efpeeially when his lntereft 
is at Stake. For Inftance, The late Gover¬ 
nor Roberts , from a good Intention to lay 
the Trade open as poffible, permitted the 
Negroes the Indulgence of carrying off their 
Slaves to Englijh Shipping without Interrup¬ 
tion, but foon grew convinced of his Error 

-For upon Captains Dxirbyjhire and Boats 

driving a French Ship out of Elmina Road, 
that commanded all the Fdntyn Trade, tho’ 
fix Leagues from Jlnamaboe, the Commander 
run into Cape-Coaft Road, under Pretence he 
wanted Water, which, upon Affurance he 
would not trade, the: Governor granted,--- 
and for better Certainty, fent an Officer on 
board, as did Captain Darbyjhire to pre¬ 
vent any fuch Practice j the latter lying 
with his Veflel, as did Captain Boats with¬ 
in Cable’s Length of the Ffench Ship: Yet, 
notwithstanding all their Precaution, and 
Care of the two Officers on board, the 
Negroes went under the Frenchman' s Stem in 
the Night, put their Slaves in at the Cab- 
bin Windows, and received Goods in three 
Nights .time for 40 or 50 Slaves. -——- In the 
next place,——it hath been already urged, 
D 2 that 
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shat a lefs Proportion of Englijh Merchan¬ 
dize than ufual hath been confumed ;——* 
That the Negroes buy foreign Goods princi¬ 
pally to Trade with, and difpofe of their 
Slaves to the Cuftomers that give the bell 
Price, i. e. Dutch , Portugueze, and French, 
as aforefaid, to the great Prejudice of the Bri- 
tijh Merchant and Weji India Planter. 

Can a rational Man, under the prefent 
Management of Affairs, think the Trade more 
open, and the Ptiblic more advantaged than. 

when it was veiled in a Company,-who 

for Years pall fent no Ships thither, nor per¬ 
mitted their Officers to trade,——-other than 
to Barter the national Supplies for better 
Support of the Forts,-——whiift the private 
Adventurers reaped the Harveft of the Trade, 
grew opulent on the Profits thereof,———* 
clamoured for an open Trade,——a Joint- 
Stock Company condemned as deltrudtive, 
and at the fame time took the very Steps to 
eftablilh one—-the fame is eftablilhed—— 
is confirmed on the Spot———is fupported 
from London and Holland, and mult foon 
become more formidable and pernicious to 

Trade in General---than any Company or 

F loating-F adtory. 

How abfurd is it to call a Trade Free and 
Open, when the very Servants fent out to 
make it fo, and promote the common Bene¬ 
fit, at good Salaries, are permitted to com¬ 
bine—to monopolize the fame-— -— -not 

only 




[ 2 9 ] 

only within the Limits of the Forts, but by 

dint of fmall Craft-(repaired, fheathed, 

and fitted up by the Slaves of the Public, 
and public Timber at no Expence) even to 
the 'Extremities of the Charter ; nay, for 
fuch Purpofe to convert the national Sup¬ 
plies ; to receive large Confignments from 
England —and the very Means of trailfport- 
ing Slaves purchas’d to Jamaica, Barbadoes, 
&c. at prime Advantage thrown in their 
Way, to the great Damage pf the Merchant- 
Adventurers, who in common Juftice ought 
to have at leaft the latter Privilege. 

I repeat again, a Joint-Stock Company 
fuhfids---of the word Sort 1 —*—a power¬ 

ful, private One——the general Good unat¬ 
tended to- -(i. e.) the Trade is engroffed 

--difpofed of to vaft Advantage to them- 

felves or tranfported by their Vefiels to the 
Wefi Indies^ and the Ballance divided be¬ 
tween a few Managers, who ftudy nothing 
more than to make the utmod Penny during 

their Continuance on the Goad--—but 

when an Incident happens whereby the Ge¬ 
neral Intered might be promoted, fuch as 
opening a Path for Trade, making up a Pa¬ 
laver, &c. &c. not a Angle Step is taken, or 

Farthing expended to effedt it,--be- 

caufe fuch general good Plan, mud ever 
clafli with a well concerted private Intered. 
I call that a well-concerted Advantage, which 

is 
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is well fupported, and proves mod: deftrudlive 
to the General -Good -—— in fhort, it may be 
faid, as in the Cafe of Catiline, that there are 
as many Confpirators againft the Common¬ 
wealth, as Perfons employ’d in it. 

In Governor Roberts's Time, not the lead 
Endeavours were exercifed to engrofs or mo¬ 
nopolize the Trade*——he made it as free 
and open as poflible, demolifhed a Fadtory 
at Mumford, belonging to the Council at 
Cape+Coajl, for the Benefit of Captain Gra¬ 
ham of Rrijlol who fettled his Mate there 

-— and Captain Darbyjhire of Liverpool is 

appealed to-if he had not the Trade, Ufe, 

and Command of Pantumquerry Fort, all the 
Time he lay at Anamaboe and elfewhere. 

Is it not a Truth——for of Truths I write 
—that for feveral Months before the open 
Scheme, the Price of Slaves was fallen in 
the Fantyn and other Countries, by Means 
<?f the worthy Governor and Commanders 
liarb'yjhire, Boats, Power's, &c. to feven 
Ounces, which difedtly on the Change of 
Affairs, rofe to eight, nine, and ten —— 
could it be otherwife, when Fadtories got efta- 
blifhed—-and Negroes empowered to trade 
againft them, Fadtories contending not only 
againft their black Opponents—but each 
other—-and the Caftles, with the choiceft 
national Supplies, waging a War in Com¬ 
merce with all Parties—whereby every 

Slave 
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Slave brought to Market, fuffeyed rebarter¬ 
ing half a dozen Times before he came into 
Poffeffion of a Commander of a Veffel.-—- 
Each Buyer, be he of whatfoever Comple- 
dion, the Reader may depend, _ gets fome 
Profit——-whom ft is fixed upon in the End, 
with the Impofitions hereafter ? The Captain 
jnoft affuredly, that laft fhips the Slave on 
board— —who, to' exonerate his Owners, 
hopes to faddle the Weft-lndia Planters with 
the Coft-——and if he fails, the former fuf- 
fers by the Purcbafe. ‘ 

Can any Perfon be fo weak to imagine, 
or contend. Goods will fell Tafter and at a, 
better Price when the Market is fur-charged ? 

--or that Slaves will fall in Value, when 

the Coaft fwarms with Shipping ? If the Con- 
trary " - how is.'JL'rade* . extended • f afk 
againr-^-will more Eygfa/k Commodities M 
vended to Advantage by half a dozen Radio- 
ries eftablifhed in a Negro Town, than if 
there {food only one ? or will Afrtcm €oo*- 
modifies be lowered or advanced——where 
there are fix Bidders infteact of one? if the 
latter, on what Side falls the BaUaoce ? the' 
African moft affuredly 1 the very Party it 

fhould not. * t 

If by the Number of Buyers, the Value of 
Briiijh Merchandize is leflen’fj, and Price of 
Slaves advanced, infomuch, that a Negro re¬ 
ceives as much Merchandize for two as he 
ought for three Slaves,-«w~it may be asked 

whether 
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whether fuch Negro will difpofe of two or 
three Slaves at a time, and if in general a 
greater or'lefs Number will be brought to 
Market ?—it is anlwered,—(the Difpofition 
of Blacks well underftood) two will be dif- 
pofed of inftead of three, and fewer be brought 
to Market when Slaves bear a greater Price, 
than a fmall one.--—Neceffity makes a Negro 
Jell, but-nothing can tempt him to fell more 

than will anfwer fuch Neceffity-How 

then is Trade extended ? 

I refer to the Commanders of Veflels at 
Anamaboe in 1749, what railed the Price 
pf-Slaves to fg 02. was it the. Scarcity 
or Nubnber of Ships to. purchafe ? 

1 The 'Matter 1 of ia Joint-Stock Company 
was ihuhh canvaJled on the Gold-Coaft,--— 
when the Scheme was on the Anvi!,™—Cla- 
rndtifs arofe, and Infintiations prevail’d of De- 

ligns to lay a Tax upon this : Trade,--the 

Foundations for which we were Strangers to. 
Certainly the good People of England can ne¬ 
ver be too apprehenfive of theirRights, nor too 
tenacious of their Privileges, but whatever 
were theDefigns, had a Joint-Stock Company 
taken place,-—-—it is certain under the pre- 
fent Plan a heavy Impofition has flouriffied 
upon Commerce in Africa. —-For Inftance, 
each Slave,—good or bad—old or young,— 
a White Trader buys on Shore, the Town 
Cabocheers demand a Cuftom of twenty 
Shillings,-the Seller twenty Shillings—- 
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the Broker or jobber, ten Shillings—befidesi 
a Prefent of ten Shillings in Liquor for all 
Parties to drink on their Journey home, with¬ 
out paying thofe Impofitions, a European 
may perifh in his Dwelling. Under thefe 
Predicaments is it poflible the Trade fhould 
not fufFer ? 

. Whilft Patty hath contended with Party* 
and Schemes been oppo/ed to Schemes, the 
true Method of improving this ineftimable 
Trade has been overlooked, and not a Step 
taken but hath rendered it worfe. 

Who Has reduced the Price of Negroes ? 
and who endeavoured to hock the Markets 
therewithal ? Without both, can the Planter 
live, or the Prices of his Commodities be 
lowered in England 

Whether the Trade continues open—-be 
vefted in the South-Sea Company—or a 
Joint-Stock j—r-thCfe ought to be the grand 

Attempts;--The Methods to accomplilh 

them are at hand,——are plain as the Sun;—- 
Of which when fought fori a Plarti 
The open Plan was fuppofed by mOftPeople 
to have been introduced to fet afide or dif- 
nnite the late Company j——and the A£t 
that confirmed it, calculated to allow Negroes 
Liberty of carrying their Slaves on board 
Englifh Veflels without Reftfaint, and at the 
fame time prevent Captains trading to Wind¬ 
ward, from taking off Negroes unduly,- 

or Pawns,——or panyaring in lieu of Goods 

B en* 
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entrufted,—whereby much Differences hath 

been created.-It is fuggefted the prefent 

Director taking thde Premifles in too large a 

Senfe,-repealed the old Law of panyar- 

ing in its full Extent.— 

I mud here beg the Reader’s Patience on 
the Affair of panyaring, &c. with regard to 
Commanders of Veffels' it is well known, 
from Cape Apolonia to the Volta, no Ioftance 
is recent for Years paft, that any of them has 
taken from off the Coaft a Angle Negro with¬ 
out juft Caufe, and conformable to the Laws 
of the Country. 

When a Perfon panyars (as obferved here¬ 
tofore) it is for a Debt,—Offence——or 
Pawn.—-Pawns (though not of the Human 
Species) are taken in 'England , and fold if not 
redeemed in a limited Time : Why then to 
Be forbid in Africa ,' when the very Confti- 
tution of the Country ordains it ? The Ne¬ 
groes prefcribe Laws to the Europeans ,- 

and defire no greater Favour, than to be go¬ 
verned by their, own Edidts. 

Here, perhaps, a Hint to avoid trailing and 
taking Pawns, may be offered. I defy a Tra¬ 
der to fay there are any Dealings to be made 
without. Speculation in England , and Prac¬ 
tice in Ajrica , are two wide Points. It may 
be afked with refpedt to the Grain Coaft, 
Whether a Cuftom hath nOt long prevailed 
thereof entrufting Goods for Provifions, and 
si without, a fufficient Quantity can be pro¬ 
cured ? 
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eured ? Now when a Ufage hath acquired fo 
much Footing as not to be fet afide,—what 
is a Commander with 150 Slaves on hoard to 
do ? are all to grow meagre and half ftarved, 
preferable to lending 50 or 100 Bars to buy 

Eatables?-Is the Rifle of trufting a few 

Goods on fhore, to purchafe Rice,' &c, on 
Pledges, in any Proportion with the peril¬ 
ing of his Negroes for want thereof? arid 
what is he to do, if the roguifh Trader 
runs away with the Merchandize, and re¬ 
gards not his Faith or Pledges ? Is the former 
to do it and extend his Mercy ? On fuch Oc- 
cafions, Sureties have been taken away, and 
Reprizals made by the Natives. Is there a 
Man whole Temper can luffsr a Negro Impo- 
fition, of his Owner’s Property pillaged out 
of his Cuftody, and riot procure himfelf Sa¬ 
tisfaction? If there is, I deem him unfit for 
Employ. 

To prohibit the Benefit of panyaring,- 

and fecuring of legal Pledges-is deltruc- 

tive to the Trade——with the fame Parit.y 
of Reafon might the Privilege of buying 
■Africans be reftrained,—--the former pall 
doubt being as lawful as the latter. . 

Great Part of the Gold-Coaji Negroes fold, 
are panyared or condemned on Palavers. No 
Man is exempt from it, or can plead his 

Safety ;-Freedom being little other than 

the Dream of-a Night,——fo tranfitory as to 
deferfe neither Refpedt or Attention ; the 
F 2 Poor 
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Poor being ever in Subjedion to the Rich, 
the Weak to the Strong; Cudjo is as liable 
to be fold off the Coaft as either his Houfer 
hold Slaves.—It is no new thing that Kings 
and Cabocheers, when unfuccet’sful againft 
mightier Powers, are facriftced to Bondage 
without P-eferve. 

When People at home, who meafure 
Right and Wrong by the Standard of their 
own Laws, and judge of Adions by the Pro-? 
portion of Humanity and Virtue they have 
been bred to, and pradife in their Inter r 

courfes with each other,--are informed the 

Officers on this Coaft could fend into their 
Towns and feize the Native Stock for Sub- 
fiftance, they marvel at fuch arbitrary Ads, 
call it Cruelty and a thoqfand bad Epithets,— 
without confidering, or perhaps being fenfible, 
that each Native owes his Freedom,--r-Life, 
—-and daily Bread to the Fort he lives un¬ 
der,——and that the old Company dearly 
purchafed fuch Immunities. 

It is not forty Years paft the Natives along 
the Sea Coaft, dared adventure five Miles 
into the Country (and in many Places at this 

Day can’t go from under the Forts):-- 

the In-land Negroes being at fuch Enmity 
with them, that whenever Revenge or Ne- 
ceffity urged, ftropg Bodies came down and 

laid wafte the Water-fide Towns-pah- 

yared Numbers of fome,-and laid heavy 

Fines on others j—which the Company at 

times, 
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times,——when the Caufe w'as right,-- 

by the Authority of their Officers-- re- 

drefled,-.and when wrong,--advanced 

confiderabie Sums for the Redemption of fuch 
Dependants. And whenever the Officers are 
incapable of exercifing fuch Authority and 
Power ; whether frqm the Negledt or ill Sup¬ 
port pf the Structures, or want of Means to 
advance Sums for fuch and other Purpofes j 
the Natives will immediately feek,Protection 
under the Settlements of other Nations con¬ 
tiguous to them, pf which many Inftances 
can he given. 

Now in lieu thereof, and i to render fome 
Gratification,^—the Inhabitants empowered 
all Officers to feize Sheep, Goats, &c. for 
their Support -- -- —-— paying for the fame 
—-—and to panyare one Negro upon Ac¬ 

count of another, for Debts juftly owing. 
The Company enjoyed thefe Privileges, as 
Lords of the feverai Signiories circumjacent 
to their Forts; wh^n they difpofed of thofe 
Cattles to the Public, they difpofed of the 
Privileges annexed to them j and fpr what 
Reafon the fame are giv,en up, by order of 
a fingle Man, being vetted in the whole Na¬ 
tion for the Public Benefit, and not ar¬ 
bitrary Oppreffions, but fundamental Laws 
eftablifhed by the Natives, and as before ob- 
ferved, dearly paid for by the Company, is 
to me unaccountable. 


Was 
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Was a large Eftate in England veiled in 

many Families--the Profits of which 

arofe from the feveral Fines. Fees, Forfeitures, 
&c. under Management of a Steward, who 
inftead of collecting fuch Benefits, and 
keeping the Tenants to their Suit and 
Service according to Cuftom, let the fame 
lye dormant, or voluntary threw them up 
into the Hands of the Tenants, would it not 
be fhameful to let him pals with Impunity ? 

Adieu Britijh Authority-— - the Negro 

is empowered to offend--——unnoticed-- 

to run in a Britijh Subject's Debt, without 

Danger to his Perfon—■-or the Liberty of 

Satisfadion from the Pledge put into his 
Hands. When a little more time has given 
Sanction to thefe things, farewel every Ve- 
Jligium of a. Royal African: Company 

It is very Concerning to lay--and 

what will fcarce gain Attention---the 

Negro Laws, in many Inllances, are as 
wifely calculated, as thofe of fome European 

Countries--—too few, could the Natives 

write, to need regiltering or employ Cafuifts 
upon ; every Man being his own Advocate, 
and well verfed in his Magna Charta. 

Pawning and Panyaring are fuch Laws 

no Chrijlian Nation can boa ft.-it is the 

very Reafon here are no Jails for Debtors, 
nor magnificent Hofpitals upon generous 
Endowments for the Indolent and Poor. 

If 
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If a Negro wants Money-—be he Old 

or Young--Decrepid or Robuft—-he 

can pawn himfelf——or his Son—-his Sifter 
or Sifter’s Child——to his Neighbour, for a 

Sum payable at a Day certain ;■-and until 

fuch Debt is paid, lives as much—nay more, 

_a Slave to the Lender, than if he had 

adtually fold himfelf; becaufe if the Pledge 
dies (the Debt undifcharged) the Creditor 
panyares upon the Family, even to the hun- 
dreth Coufin, and his Heirs in like Manner, 
from Generation to Generation. 

If the Confideration is a Crown, it is. as 
effe&ual as 500 1 _.When all Africa is in¬ 

debted to each other, who then is a Free¬ 
man > A Cabocheer that hath perhaps ferre¬ 
ted in the Bowels of the Earth, three Tons 
of Gold Duft, will pawn himfelf on a tri¬ 
fling Emergency to three or four different Per- 
fons, for two Ounces *, before he will break 
into his Hoard, or let his good Circumftances 

be known——fo fond is he of Wealth-- 

fo charmed to be deemed Poor.--—In fhort, 
borrowing, lending, panyaring, or felling, 
is the whole Commerce of a Negro Town 

_and to forbid either, argues the greateft 

Infenfibility of the Conftitution of Africa. 

Upon the very Cuftom of Panyaring—- 

the Prerogative, Structures, and Property of 
the Englijh Nation hitherto hath been , and 

* Eight Pound. 


mail 
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tiiuft fiill be> by the Exercife of, fupporfed j 
——tho’ fo little underftood, and fo eafily 
relinguiffied of late. 

Upon a Difpute with the Natives* or our 
dangerous Friends and Allies, (a Thing too 
often experienced), there is no certain Point 
of proving the Britzjh Right, to Towns in 
the Country (to cut Timber in the Forefts 
——to collect Shells and Coral for Lime* 
to repair the Fortifications) than by making 
manifeft that the Officers belonging to the 
Company daily panyare in fuch Diftrids—-- 
and have exercifed Inch Authority for Years 
paft. 

The very Ad of Panyaring determines 
Right and Title——and is a fufficient Jufti- 
fication that the Natives live in Vaflalage, for 
the Protedion they receive from the Forts j 
(that is) they prefer doing Suit and Service to 
White People, before the lead Conccffion 
to their own Colour. The Englijh without 
Partiality, feldom or ever make Seizures out 

of their own Territories.- : —Our Allies 

break the Rule too often (prefuming on their 
fuperior Strength.) They claim the extent 
five Fore ft of Atchua, where the Englijh hath 
fell’d Timber, and gathered Materials for Lime* 
&c. Time out of Mind, upon no better 
Foundation than becaufe a Dutch Slave 
fays, the Accoda Chief fent him thither in a 
Time of Famine, fifty Year? paft, to panyare 
Corn. 


Further, 
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Further,——When a Day comes of pot-* 
ting the tatter’d Remains of the Forts ’ into 
repair, (tho’ God knows when that may hap¬ 
pen, no Trowel having been injured by Mor¬ 
tar, fince the Alteration of Matters) how is 
the lame to be accomplifhed ? If the Pre- 
fcriptive Ufuage of Panyaring is forborn, tWfe 
Slaves collected from every weak Hold, will 
be found much too feeble and inefficient to 
repair a tingle Curtain. 

A Fort Slave, however robuft, will do but 
a certain Proportion of Work ; no Scourge 
can hurry him with his Burthen; no good 
Words expedite him to his Labour $ he well 
knows himfelf a Slave for Life. 

The Drudgery of haling Timber from the; 
Woods, colledting Stones, Shells, &c. was 
chiefly perform’d by the Natives in Sub- 
jeftiori to the Forts; and fb often as any: re¬ 
futed-their Affiftance, without Diftindtion, 
the Offenders were panyared upon, and made 
Examples of Difobedience; 

Upon a Reprefentation of Governor Ro¬ 
berts to the Natives of Commenda , that the 
Repairs of the Caflle fhould be proceeded up¬ 
on, as foon as Wood, Timber, and Stone, 
could be got ready, they well knowing their 
Duty, not only undertook the Work without 
Hefitaiion, -but entered into Covenants * if 
the fame was not performed, the Chief of 


* See the Agreement in the Hands of the Governor. 


F the 
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the Fort, Should panyare upon the Town, to- 
the Value of 20 Bendys 

Now to relinquish fucb Rights (the Bul¬ 
wark of Britijh Intereft), is to renounce all 
Title to Poffeflion.. 

The very Natives foon contemn and diflikc 
fuch, Commanders, and .Struggle to'Shake off 
Allegiance, well judging thole Pei;Ions who 
will not maintain,their own Privileges, very 
unfit to be entrusted with other Peoples. 

Still further, how grievous is fuch ..Restric¬ 
tion, . when it extends to the Article of Ne- 
gro-Provifions ; how are the Carillons to 
fubfift, (from Short-Pay and Inclemencies, 
the Generality, are more fit for Hofpitals than 
Fortifications) being paid in Goods at three, 
and fix, Hundred per Centum advance, 
as Flour,-Bifcuit, Pipes, &c. &c. to oblige 
them to go to Market for their NecefTaries! 
(he Salary of each ought to be five Times 
enlarged. 

On the Negroes advancing the Price of 
Provisions, feveral Soldiers deferred one 
Night, in hopes of getting Employment un¬ 
der, the Dutch --for it it- aimolt impof- 

fible to , run away on this Cuait which 
they foon experienced, being brought back 
next Day, and to the Mortification of a Num¬ 
ber of Spectators,, cruelly flogg’d and pick- 
led. 


*’One hundred and fixty Pounds. 


When 
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When the Servants enjoy’d their ancient 
Privileges Diftrefles were feldorn known, nor 
were Murmurings heard. The Salaries bore 
Proportion to the Value of Provifion, and 
at whatever advance, Dependants were paid 
Goods ; the Natives never refufed accepting 
them for eatables. 

If Britijh Subjedts adventure hither, ; 
they mull have neceflary Support (Nature, 
as hinted before, is not at all Munificent 
here), and what does it avail a Director to 
give up a fpecial, a national Advantage,* 
when no Utility can redound thereby, to a 
fet of People, who know tbemfelves not. 
entitled to it? in truth it is doing little other, 
than diftreffing the moft diftrefied* 

Lenity to Africans, in its Goiifequenee, 
will ever be experienced Barbarity to Euro¬ 
peans. —There is no cultivating a Friendfhip 
among them by meek Ufage, nor obtaining 
a Penyworth of extraordinary Trade By 
genteel Treatment.-——There is no waftiing 
them White.—~A tight Rein, and a ilrong 
Arm, with continued Presents, makes them 
honeft to their Truft, and firm to their Obe¬ 
dience.-Meek Treatment and negledt of 

Dafhees * meets the contrary Return. Com¬ 
panion is an Impufe ill-beftowed on a Sa^ 
vage, whofe earlie’ft Rudiments, with regard 
to an European , are to look upon .him as 

* .Negro Term for Gifts. 

F 2 ills 
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His Property, to get whatever he can from 
him by any Means j——and in all Matters 
that regard his own Complexion, never to 
divulge a Truth. To be brief, The Inftant 
they became fenfible their Lords renounced 
the ancie'nt Grants ; that they were lifted to 
the level of White Men, and the Form of 
Government changed, Negroes flood on Tip¬ 
toe, 4 nd ftruggled for Pieheminence. Eu¬ 
ropeans, whom they reverenced but few Days 
before, received Infuks; nay, theCobdefcen- 
fions of the Director made them fo confident 
and bold, that few Days paffed but fome 
Britift) Subjedt or other, got injured or 
wounded. A Negro, after robbing an Englijl) 
Sailor, maim’d him under the Wails of Cape- 
Go aft, becaufe the Man demanded a Return 
of what had been ftolen. The Day fucceed- 
ing, had it not been prevented/by Governors 
Roberts and Stockwell, one Charles, an honeft 
Sailor had loft, his Head, for prefuming to 
bid a noify Negro hold his Tongue. Upon 
Complaint of tfaefe Hardfhips no Redrefs 
could be had j filent fat the Senatus Confilium 
and unmoved. How terrible in any State is 
authorized Ignorance ! 

Reader! thefe are not Dreams, nor did the 

Mifchiefs terminate here : The Negroes- 

crafty Generation ! trump’d up a Number of 
Sores on the Subjedl of Panyaring, and ob¬ 
liged many of the difearded Servants, refiding 
among them (a Situation greatly to be com- 

miferat*'!) 
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miferated) to pay again and compound for] 
Provilions, they had long before the Com -j 
pany were difunited, been fatisfied for.—— • 
A Fool may fire a Piftol,:but the wifeft Man' 
can’t tell who may be hurt by the Glance of 

the Ball,-In truth, fo far did they carry 

Matters, as to feize the Governors of 
"* Accra and Winnebah on their Journey to? 
Cape-Coaji , drubb’d both foundJy according 
to their Cuftom, and obliged the latter to 
pledge two Slaves for 48 1 . on pretence that- 
fome Months paft he had taken a Hog out 
of his Town, and had no Right by the Law 
of the new Director. 

OSon of Delilah! thou haft trim’d and. 
Ihorn the Locks of ten thoufand Sampfons , 
and firft broke that favourite Edidt, thou wer’t 
fo ftrenupus to eftablilh. 

Here a Tale, which the Reader is at Li¬ 
berty to pafs over, if Sleep, Humour, or an At- 
fignation permits him not to confult it, viz. : 

In September 1751, His majefty’s Ships. 
Glory and . Swan anchor’d at Cape-Coqfl, the 
Officers on^nvitation came on Shore, whom 
the Prefidejnt was fo perplexed for Provifions 
to entertain (having reljnquilhed the Power 
of feizing.Stock on fuch Occafions, and being 
unwilling fo manifeftly to expofe himfelf by' 
renewing it. again upon the Natives) that the 
Company’s Slaves were difpatched to fetch 

* Since turned out, tho’ i j. Years in the Service, and fuc- 
ceedcd by Mr. Young-— as per Advices received. * 


Stock 
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Stock, from'the Houfe of a free Merchant 
refident in Town, which they enter’d, and 
forcibly carry’d away his Sheep, the poor 
Pittance, that with Experice had been pro¬ 
cured, and with Difficulty preferved for Pro- 
vifion on his Voyage homewards. Hard 
Ufage to poor Men! efpecially in a Part of 
the World where there is no Law to avail 
themfelves of, where Juftice is meafured 
by the Proportion of Profit—-where the Will 
of a Baffiaw is the fupreme Rule and Stan¬ 
dard, by which ail Things are to be judged 
good—or bad. 

The Gentleman wrote the Note follow- 



*The Cooks have enter'd my Dwelling, and 
carry’d away my Sheep , for what ReaJ'on I 
know not ; if you countenance them in Juch un¬ 
fit flif able Proceedings , IJhall have very little 
Regard to them as Company’s Slaves , or Re- 
jpe&to Tourfelf as Governor gfCape-Coaft. 

Upon which Cabocheers, Peynins * and 
Negro Soldiers, were fummoned into the 
Caftle, and loudly harangued to, efpecially 
by one -f- of the Council, yvho had the Bar¬ 
barity to excite them to bring a Palavor upon 
the Trader for' his infolent Note, and to 
examine how he dared to refide in Town, 

* Peynim, old Negroes who fet to hear Catifes. 

1 Young. 

(although 
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(although the Houfe he lived in was his 
own) without paying a Cuftom to the Na¬ 
tives of four Crowns upon each Slave he 
purchafed. In fhort, the Negroes were told 
in general, to eat (in the Language of Blacks) 
the Trader’s Gold, Slaves, Teeth, and Liquor, 
that no Cognizance fhould be taken of their 
Proceedings. In Confequence of which, he 
was forced and compelled into the Market- 
Place, to be tried by the Cape-Coajl King, 
and fome hundreds of Negroes. Before the 
Tribunal of Cudjo. An InTolence never heard 
of, or attempted fince the firft Eftablifhment 
of the Trade. But Neceflity hath no Law. 
——^There is no withftanding the Commands 
of People who can cloth the moft flagrant 
Injuftice, with the Livery of Authority. 

The Captains * of the Ships of War, Go¬ 
vernor Roberts , and feveral Europeans led 
thither through Compaflion, were Witnefles 
of the Affair, and Nature of a Negro Court 
of Judicature, where all Tongues were ready 
to arraign, but every Ear deaf to Defence. 

The Matters alledged were. That the De¬ 
fendant being fettled in Town, had not 
given Preferits of Liquor to the Peynins fo 
often as they vifited him. That he did not 
pay four Crowns Cuftom on each Slave pur- 
chafed, that his Sheep being panyared to en¬ 
tertain the Officers (the Natives having drove 
their own into the Country, on the Ships 

* Hon. Rickard Hew and Dudley Diggs, Efqrs. 

anchoring 
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anchoring in the Road) he opght ndt to have 
complained; for being an Inhabitant in the 
Town,’ he was'as touch a Negro as either 
themfelVes. : 

TheGentlemen prefent may recolledt, whilft 
the Accufations were fetting forth, profound 
Silence waS maintain'd ; but when the De¬ 
fendant intended to fpeak, a mighty Din of 
Tongues, Drums, Horns, old Iron, and other 
Negro Inftruments was made to confufe and 
drown what he faid. 

In Ihort, after touch difagredable Clamour, 
a Demand was toade by the Negro Affembly 
of nine Anchors of Rum before he fhould be 
permitted to fpeak Which, it touft be con- 
fefled, had not Governor Roberts kindlyin- 
terpofed, whom the Negroes greatly refpeded, 
would not have been mitigated, nor but by 
his Influence the Affair accommodated. 

The Day following, a Tax was laid by the 
Negroes upon ' the fame Gentleman for the 
Liberty of Trading:-, thefe Itopofitions were 
duly fatisfy’d, but no ReCompence made for 
the Sheep. ' Have not the like Practices been 
exerci fed agaihft William Hujbands, * Efq; ? 

Can Courtefy be expected to private Mer¬ 
chants, or Emolument to the Nation in ge¬ 
neral, when Self-interefl: is the only point 
attended to ? when worthy Men of good Con- 

* Refer to a Letter in the Hands of Mr. Roberts , wherein 
the C-ipe-ConJ} Negroes have been fince fpirited up to bring a 
Palaver agamft Mr. Hsijbands> though one of the Council. 

fultation, 
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fultation, Refolution and Performance are, 
obliged to give place to the unqualified, irre- 
lolute and unworthy. Ambition ! iubjedt to 
no Cduhtroi and private Lucre in thefe 
Parts too. foon overcome the Modefty of fuch 
Men j who to promote the Latter would not 
ftudy to oblige the Negroes with a Sacrifice 
of any Man’s Life or Fortune. 

As Thorns among Lillies, fo is their Love 
to Free Trade j otherwife Cudjo's Sailary had 
not been rais’d to fob; l. per Annum, Gold 
Value}-a Stipend fuffident td pay four more 
powerful CabocheCrs, thereby to engrbls the 
Tradb btCape-Cdajl Town and Country. 

Nor would fuch unjuft Methods have been 
taken as to oblige feyeral trading Men to take 
folemn Oaths not to difpofe of a Slave but 
to thb Caftles, nor a Mantaken into Part¬ 
ner (hip,. and promoted., to the Command of 
’Tantumqiierry , that would have abandoned 
Dixcove tb the Dutch and Negroes who be- 
fieged it j and fiiffered unnoticed to cannon¬ 
ade a Briiijb * Trader at Lagdo, for ho'ft- 
ing a Flag at his Factory (which thofe Na¬ 
tives fo much refented, that with Difficulty 
they were reftrain’dTrOm befieging theCaftle.) 
Nay, though he fired upon him, whilft the 
latter was at Repofe, and beat down Part of 
his Bed-Chamber; did it touch the Soul, or 
make the leaf! Impreffion on the great Ba- 

• fi * 

•f One Brew. 

* Mr. John Sakes. 

G 
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fliaw. On the contrary when a Gentteman * 
hinted to him, that the Chief was fufpicious 
he thould be broke for fuch Behaviour, faid 
like a fit Director for an open Trade, * Then 

* the Man is a Fool, of he need not have fuch 

* Apprehenfions; cannot he perceive by my 

* taking no Notice thereof, that he is in no 
‘ Danger of being removed ? As I can’t 

* appear publickly in it, I can’t give this 

* under my ftand ; but if he minds our Trade,, 

* he has nothing to fear.’ Is it not clear 

from hence, that the Traffic is absolutely 
become a private Jobb, and will the good 
Merchants in general permit it to remain fo, 
and countenance a Man that declares he will 
have a large Eutdf-f Ship from Holland to- 
irigrols the fame with, if he can’t do it with 
Englijh Merchandise. ' 

It may be here objected, that feveral Slaves 
have been publicly difpos’d of on the Coaft 
to the Commanders of trading VefFels }——— 
fo that the whole Affair is not become fo- 

private a Jobb.-For Anfwer, it is confefs’d, 

feveral were fold to Captain Stroud of Bris¬ 
tol, &c. &c. but of what fort were they ?—. 
to the Author’s Knowledge little other than 
Refufe ; of the very Cullings left from thofe 

fent by the Prince Edward. -Can any 

Gentleman think prime Slaves will be bar¬ 
ter’d away by any Body of Traders, who 

*' Mr. John Rujjfel now in London . 
f Refer to Mr. Roberts for Confirmation. 
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have Ships lying ready, or in Expectance 
to tranfport them at belt Advantage them- 
felves ? Can the Man be expeCted truly to re- 
4 gard the Britijh Interest or Subjects, who at 
the public Table declared he acknowledged 
no Royal. Master *' j and never to prefer 
Mr. RuJJet aFaCtor in the Service, because re¬ 
commended by a Gentleman, who after the 
Rebellion, (in cohfideration of his good Ser¬ 
vices) had the transporting of above half his 
Country men concerned therein ? 

Qan he be thought to have the Welfare of 
the Merchants atHearf,^ who Suffers tne jpwif^ 
to hpift their Colours, and ppf$e(s'Jbtdoko En- 
glijh Xtxx\toxJ in the Pantyn Country,* and 
-not take one Step to prevent fuch Proceed¬ 
ings, or difpofiefs them, becaufe if would be 
-attended wjtna little Expence ; though Capt. 
Hew gavefitin Charge, and was allured it 
lhould be done ? 

Would a Man who bore the legit E.efpeCt 
to his Country., or regarded the Extenfion of 
its Trade, when Governor Stpckwell\ [who 
by Mr. Roberts’s Afliftance, hath fettled at,the 
important Cape of Jdpploma , notwithftanding 
the Efforts of John Van Foor/i } General of 
Elrnina , who would have expended 50^' 
'Bendys •f- for the like Privilege]' applied,for a 
Carpentfr fo ereCt a Flag-Staffto hoi ft RagiiJJ} 
Colours, that Britijh Commanders ipight fee 


As per AEdavit of Captain Emerion now in Londm* 
J A-Bendy is 8/. 
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who were Pofleffors thereof, have bid him in 
Anfwer, hoift French Colours %—Spam/lj, 
the Moguls, or the Devil’s for what he cared, 
he ftibuld have ho Affiftance. * 

Or when Governor Roberts had^conclu¬ 
ded an Agreement with AchantpopKling of 
Popo , that the Englijh ffiould fettle or build 
a Fortrefs in his Territories, and folely enjoy 
the Traffic, and as an Hoftage for the truth, 
fent his favourite Son •$•, have hurried a Mef- 
fenger thither to fruftrate and prevent the 
fame ? ‘ By fuch Men as the former, andfuch 
Means it may be truly faid on the one Hand, 
the Trade to Africa is in a fair Way of be¬ 
ing extended- and as truly on the other. 
That' by. ffich'. Directors and fuch Manage¬ 
ment, It .is in as fair a Way to be contracted. 

Again,, after Captain' How in' t tic Gloria, 
fo bravely worked a Peace in Ahanta, and the 
Heir of Boffu came toCape-Coafl with feveral 
notorious Re-vokers, 'who had hot only been 
Principals in the Blockade of Dfetdve fifteen 
Months, but at a Qongrefs turned Evidences 
in Behalf of the Dutch, Would any Rational 
hav;e made, a Cabpcheer of the former, add 
advanced his Salary beyond the Liriguift and 
Town Cabocheers, who loft a coniiderable 
Number of Slaves in the Siege, and continued 
Loyal to the Englijh to the very Conclu- 
fion of the Affair? nay, he refuted to pay 

* As per Certificate of Mr. Stock-well, in tfry Author’s.Hai)d. 
f Now in Louden. ^ 

Acca * 
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Acca * his Salary due, which Mr. Roberts 
not only discharged out of his Pocket, but 
advanced, in confideration of his faithful Ser¬ 
vices, and continues to pay the fame on the 
Coaft to this Day. 

1 fay, would any Council or Body of Peo¬ 
ple, who did not actually Sympathize with 
Rebels, have carefled them op their own,Con¬ 
ditions ? to wit, That the .Coinpahyls, Gfold- 
Taker, and other dependants (Sufferers by the 
War) (hould be turned out of their Etbploji $ 
nay, baniihed with their Families the Ahqnta 
Kingdom, and this at a Time, when noft'he 
kaft Ncceffity moved to it.*---—Unmerciful 
Terms! On fuch inhUmabConditions might 
a Peace,have been concluded long before. Ts 
it td be fuppofed Negroes will'adventure their 
Lives again in Defence of an Englijh Forti¬ 
fication, when the Re ward of their Service is 
not only Baniffirnent from their Country, but 
Abandonment to'the Enemies they fought 
againft. But what care the Managers! Self 
Intereft is Become their Studyl hay their Re¬ 
creation at the Expence of the Public Good, 
which is internally Hurt. 

Are fuch Men then to yenih’in at the Head 
of Affairs, or is a Director fit to conduft, 
whofe Abilities were never experienced, whofe 
Sufficiency was never approved, who alarmed 
the World with one Plan in Print, and in 

* Dixcove Linguift, who defended that fort fifteen Month 3 
with his own Negroes, 
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Performance behaved the reverfe;; propofed 
•abandoning the Port at Whydah *, and the 
Inftant he had the Diredlion of Affairs, fent 
a large Draught of the publick Goods thither, 
took the Governor into Confederacy, and de¬ 
clared that Fortification of more Conference 
than all the reft. 

Who now pubdifhes a Tradl for a Joint- 
Stock, and now another for a freeTrade 5 wh© 
lower’d all Calculations for Support of the 
Settlements, and On Experience found his 
own Sum not half fufEcient to maintain the 
Gafrifonsj and whofe Integrity, I muff fay, 
is in Proportion to his Knowledge, 
i. There may bp .People in England l 
am forry they mduld) who will not like the 
tippleafant Sounds of thefe neceflary Truthsi 
hut were they here to experience Things, tie 
Cafe would be otherwife. Here’s fomething 
|b contaminating to Virtue, that the Inftant 
a Man, (who hath only his own Intereft at 
Heart,) fetshis Foot on Shore, he is infedted 
with the Calamity of Difhonefty. parewel 
Aflurances of Honour.--Farewel Declara¬ 

tions of Juftice made in England, 

, Would it be nleafant to one'of them, when 
fending a final! Veffel to Popo, to fee the 
Officers of the Public, with the Company’s 
European and African Slaves, toiling and buff- 
ling Day and Night, as if the lafl Penny was 
at Stake, to difpatch a Sneau, *f" anorted 

* See The Detection* ■f Prince Edward* 

with 
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with the Government’s Merchandize, to* get 
thither before him, and foreftal the Market. 

Would it be agreeable to the Commanders 
from LondonRrijlol., and Liverpool , did a* 
Dozen of them lye at Annamabo to complete 
their Cargoes,, to have the Doftor % inftead 
of attending the Sick, come thither in the Vef- 
fel aforefaid, and command the Trade by 
Virtue of the choice public Supplies-; nay, 
by fuch Means to fee the Sneau difpatched 
before their Faces, as Captain Tewart -fr can 
teftify,, with upwards of a hundred fine Slaves?' 
thePrefident declaring, he would have three 
other Sneaus on the Coaft, on Account of 
himfelfand Company^ 

Was is not an indifputable Infiance of their 
Regard to free Trade,, when at a Time the 
late GoveAior wanting to purchafe a few 
Slaves* (having parted with forty to Captain 
Tewart to expedite him off the Coaft) went 
among the Forts with a Cargo for fuch Pur- 
pofe; for the Prefident to difpatch Orders to 
his Chiefs $ not to fell any Slaves to him} but: 
if he gave y ozs. they fhould give 8 j if 9 , 
they 10 of their very beft Goods on the Head 
of a Slave, to prevent the former’s Defigns t 
Is not this ingroffing the Traffic, obftru&ing 
free Trade, and by advancing the Price, fa- 
perlatively injurious?. 

* MackisL *{• Liverpool*, 

%. Fcr*he Truth the Reader is referred to John Roberts, E%; 

Had. 
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< Had I not at Heart the Reader’s Patience, a 
thoufand fuch Injuries could be enumerated; 
but to harp no longer on the Affair of Trade! 
to fay not a Word more on the Mifapplica- 
tion of the publie Aid. 

Humanity is forgot, and common Hone- 
fly towards the Servants in inferior Stations 
unpradtifed, being paid Cloth at forty Shil¬ 
lings, that on a Sale will not bring thirty. 
-—-Bread and Flour at four and five hun¬ 
dred per Cent, advance. By fuch and other 
ill Ufage, the very Adventurers with the 
Prefident, to wit, Meflieurs Powell Dodlor’s 
Mate, Bonvllle and Ruffel Fadfcors, with 
others long in the Employment, were pro¬ 
voked, nay obliged to quit the Service. 
Thomas'Boteler , Efq; was denied Goods on 

his Salary and quitted.--The old Gardener 

begged his Discharge, in order to go off the 
Goaft, which was granted, and a Note given 
for his Wages, being about 28/. which the 
poor Man, in order to purchafe a little frefh 
Provifion, fold with Difficulty to the Over- 
feer of the Slaves for eight Pound. 

Mr. Emertgn, Fadlor, (now in London) 
was made dole Prifoner feveral Months for 
a trifling •Offence ; and Mr . Godfrey* Sur¬ 
veyor of the J?ortifications, turned adrift, be¬ 
cause his Dog threw a Water-pot down. 
Are thefe not Barbarities ? 


* John Sweidger. a PruiTian, 
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Why are not the Fortifications fupported 
and Prerogative maintained ? Why are the 
public Materials fent out by the Flying Flam* 
borough to repair the former, become for 
Want of Gare and Cooverfion, national Rub- 
bifii? Why is an inland Intereft neglected 
vyith the Natives? And why the Structures 
inftead of Signs of Sovereignty, rendered dif- 
graceful Marks of Pofleffion ? Will any Gen¬ 
tleman affure me Winnebah Fortrefs is not be¬ 
come fuch, when Mr. Withers does not dare 
to adventure into his Town, the Natives hav¬ 
ing become fo fancy and cruely pay, fcarce to 
the Gates of the Fort, from the fudden Power 
thrown into their fjands. Did he not com¬ 
plain tp Governor Roberts of this, and that 
two of his? Townsmen had infulted him iff 
his Caftie on the change of Affairs? did he 
not laixjent to the Author, that he had not 
been for fome Months to the Waterfide ? nay, 
did I npt fee his Garden was become defo¬ 
late, and his little Offices tumbled to ruins, 
fo great the Danger of cultivating the one, 
and Hazard of repairing the other ? Was 
not the Chief of ffantumquerry , under 
the fame Dilemna? In the late Governor's 
Time, notwithftanding a long ex pen five 
War with the Dutch and Ahantefe at'Dixiove, 
Cape-£oaji £aftle was repaired in fome Mea- 
fufe 5 SuCcOnde greatly, and 100,000 Billets 
of Wood collected at Comntenda , to bum 
x H Dime 
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Lime for rebuilding the fallen Curtain of that 
Fortification. But certainly the Managers 
• fince are intoxicated with a Spirit of Contra¬ 
riety and Refolution, not only to negled the 
Fortifications, but to ruin and unhinge the 
Trade in General, by ingldriouily renouncing 
the Authority, Laws, and Privileges annex¬ 
ed thereto-.——its very Soul and Support. 

It needs no Prophet to prognosticate as 
things are circumftanced. Foreigners will reap 
the Harveft of Britijh Labourers ; That 
the Spring of the Wejt-India Planter will 
wither ; and a Day come when a Lady of 
the firft Quality will deplore the Scarcity of 
Sugar; and an honed Subject over his Glafs, 
lament the Expence of a! Pipe df Virginia, 

A certain Power had long poffefifed the im¬ 
portant Settlement of Annamaboa, ’when the 
Auriflamme and UContent were on the Coaft, 
an d .Dixcove Fort been-in the Hands of Allies, 
Jhad not a Man been in the Diredfeion of 
Affairs of uncommon Induflry and Geherofi- 
ty *, whofe Courage was never funk by Ad- 
verfity, of which he fhared a large Proporti¬ 
on -}-; nor could Profperity, had he been 
blefled witlf it, have leflencd his Circumfpec- 
tion where the Public Welfare wasconcerp- 


* See the Prefents made the Fantyns , in the accounts of 
John Roberts Efq; on the two French Men of War lying at 
Jhmamaboa, 

t Refer to Journal of the Siege of Dixco*ve t and Palaver 
thereupon. 


ed 
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ed. In truth, his Condudt needs not the 
Tongue or Pen of a Flatterer; for the mod 
fupercilious Man cannot with Juft ice fay o- 
ther, than that he was ever Intent upon ad¬ 
vancing the Emolument of his Country, and 
thereby Fame; or the moft friendly Voice in 
behalf of his Succeffor deny, but that his 
Aims are after private Lucre, at the Expence 
of the national. Good, on a Companion of 
their Behaviours the fame will be manifeft. 

The one by a generous Dilburfement of 
his own Property , not only fent two French 
Men of War of the Line from Amidmaboa, 
but made the Cabocheers fire upon them. 

The other on a later Occafion, viz. the 
third of February, 3751, tho’ a Squadron 
was anchored there, bad aftually an Officer 
on Shore, marked the Out-lines for a For¬ 
tification, and - were complete with Materi¬ 
als for a Structure, ‘ lamented fending fix Bot¬ 
tles of water’d Liquor (iho‘ Supplies of the 
Public) among the whole Common-wealth, 
to preferve that Territory he law fo tottering 
and unftable, which the Negroes with Con¬ 
tempt lent back. • 

Would any Man conceive the Author of 
The pieteBion .[wherein the Company’s Offi¬ 
cers are fo roundly charged with riegledting 
to lend PreTents tq the Kings and Cabocheers 
.to promote Trade, and fupport an Intereft, 

H 2 in 
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in the Country) could be fo changed in his 
Temper, from what he laid down in Wri¬ 
ting, as to endanger the Britijh Property by 
the like Negle-it. 

Having touched upon the French Squa¬ 
dron at Annamaboa , &c. an Affair hot only 
very alarming to the People in England, but 
the Britijh Subjects and Negroes on this'Coaff, 
I (hall conclude with giving the Reader a 
fhort Detail of that Matter; the Interejl of 
the Frejideni among the Natives, and painf ul 
Part be took in accommodating Things, and 
fending the French off the Coaft. 

The Lys, Halcyon , and Anemony anchored 
the Beginning of February in the Road of 
Afinatnaboa $ the Meafures they took are 
hinted above, as are the Efforts of the Pre- 
fident to difconcert them. 

Six Bottles of Spirits (had the fame not 
been return’d) would have been of little A- 
vail againft too Anchors of Brandy, which 
'th e French lent the F<zntyns the firft Day j 
nor could an Offer of 1500 Behdys, or 
12000I. to build a Fort, and fettle there, be 
parried off with 40 1 . of Gunpowder, efpeci- 
ally by a Man defpifed and unbeloved, 

By the pifrefpedt the Fahtyns bore one 
Man , from his Stingynefs and Unpopularity, 
did the French gain Countenance, and a 
Grant to ere& a Caftle on the Fnglijh Terri¬ 
tory. By the Love, Affiduity, and * Gene- 

* fie gave the*# one prefent ©f 60 1 . flerling. 

rofity 
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rofity of the preceding Director, who on fuch 
Occafion went to Annamaboa (tho’ out of Em¬ 
ployment) did John Currantee ret raft fuch 
Indulgence, and kept the French in Sufpence, 
till the 9th of February arrived the Affiijlance 
at Cape-Coajl, St., Albans and Sphinx -, never 
could a Thing happen luckier for the Satis¬ 
faction of private Perfons here, or Advantage 
of the Nation. The Reader is de fired to re¬ 
mark the following Queflions and Anfwers 
fwers are riot introduced as certain -but from 
Hearfay. 

‘ On the Pfefident’s being asked. What 

* the French did at Annamabea? he an- 
‘ fWer’d, He -ebuld not tell, be knew rio- 
‘ thing of the Matter; Neither in truth Mi 

* he, having not fo much as enquired about their 
‘ Proceedings, nor knew he a French Officer 
‘ was on Shore. 

‘ Being told there were Prefents from the 

* Government, to give ffiohn Currantee, arid 

* asked if he would go to Annamaboa, to en- 
‘ quire and learn what the French were a- 

* boutjj anfwered, he could not go thither 
‘ to fettle a little Palaver, if he did-the 'Fan- 
‘ rimrwbuld expeCt him to ran dbwn on e- 
‘ very Occafion to adjafl their trifling -DifFe- 

* rences.’ . 

In fuch Light flood this interefling Affair 
to the prefent Governor, as a Trifle the Grand 
Mart of all the Gold Coafl, trifling the mer¬ 
cantile 
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can tile Intereft dependant thereon, trifling 
the Prefents from England , and' as trifling 
the Charge of the Squadron j he not only re- 
fufed to aflift himfelf in preserving that inva¬ 
luable Settlement, but tho’ it was appre¬ 
hended an Engagement might enfue between 
the Ships of England and France j pofitively 
forbid an experienced Sea Officer * to go thi¬ 
ther as a Volunteer, and others of the Gar- 
rifon who offer’d their Service. 

In the End, two of the Council 4 ; went to 
Annamaboa with the Commodore, where they 
landed with the Honourable Captains Byron 
and Wheeler r and were met by Governor 
Roberts and the Fantyns ; the Commodore 
difp'ofed of the Prefents he had in Charge, 
and after exhorting the Natives to difmifs the 
French Officer they had on Shore, and con¬ 
tinue in their Allegiance to the King of Great- 
Britain: The Fantyns anfwered, (fo accurate 
as could be interpreted), they had been well 
treated by Mr. Stockwell during the Time he 
.was Governor. When he was turned out, 
they were iatisfied becaufe Mr. Roberts was 
a good Man, and ufed them well, but was 
turned out to make room for a Governor 
of what Sort they could not tell, who mind¬ 
ed nothing but Cotton, and held his Hand 

' * Captain Emertbn now in London 9 Sec. 

•f Mr. John Ruffel now in. London. Sec. 

% Hujbands ai*d 7oung. ' 
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too clofe ; that had they received as good 
Ufage from him as the laft Governor, they 
fhould not have taken the Frenchman on 
Shore, but behaved in the Manner they had 
done the Year before j that nothing could 
be got from the new Prefident j if any of 
them went to Cape-Coa/i, they were ill ufed j 
for which Reafon they were exafperated, and 
refoived to be in Friendship with the French ; 
that the Englijh Fort had been down near 
forty Years j that they had been often pro¬ 
ne) ifed it fhould be rebuilt, which the Englijh 
might have done, fo well as at Anijhan and 
Agga. However, by the flrong AfFurances 
of the Commodore, that Things fhould be 
put upon another footing, and the Caflles be 
proceeded upon, they promifed to difmifs 
the French Officer. 

In the mean Time, to do Matters effedtu- 
ally, the Commodore and Captains went on 
board the French Commander, whom the 
former with great Refolution, like a true- 
Englijhman , infilled fhould depart thence, and 
take the Officer from Shore, Or he was ready 
to compel him by force 5 which was agreed 
to, and from that Time a Stop put to the Af¬ 
fair, at the Expence of 30000 1 . at leaft to 
4j. the Nation, which never would have hap¬ 
pened, had a Man of Spirit been Mailer of 
the ufual public Supplies 5 by Virtue whereof 
alone, the Fantyn Intereft might eafily have 
been preferved j and it muft be confefs’d, 
. had 
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had lefs vigorous Meafures, lefs Force, otf 
lefs Courage in command been the 
Annamaboa had been loft -—-perhaps irre¬ 
trievably Jo. 

The World may criticife upon this Tradt; 
they are welcome, they have a Right to do 
it. The Author is not exhaufted ; he has 
farther Matter j he has other Teftimonies to 
introduce, which (hall be dedicated to the 
Public occalionally. 
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